It is mare than a week since Arvind Kejriwal, Manish Sisodia, Gopal Ral and hundreds of other
volunteers of India Against Corruption have been on an indefinite fast, It is also the fifth day of
Anna Hazare's fast. All of them are demanding majer action to root out corruption in the country.
Steps like these would have heiped restore public confidence and bring back the integrity of
democratic institutions that has been sharply eroded following a series of scams that have of
late come to light. The cngoing fast represents the voice of conscience, a voice that has
resonated across the minds and hearts of ordinary citizens of this country.

Unfortunately, the political establishment has nat cared to listen, let alone respond, to this
voice, The government has not only stonewalled these demands, it has also demaonstrated little
political will to bring the guilty of big scams to book. The oppoesition fares no better on this score.
To the citizens it appears that beth the government and oppesition, indeed the entire palitical
establishment of this country, have let the comman sitizen of this country down, Even the
Parliamentary resolution backed oy all the parties in August 2071 was not followed in letter and
spirit.

The government may not have responded. but the paople of thiz country cannot remain silent.
These brave and salfless voluntesrs must not sacrifice their health and risk their lives at the
altar of an insensitive political establishment. Their presence is needed for fulfiling the dream of
swara] nurtured by our freedom struggle and the values enshrined in aur Constitution. Their
services are needed for a just India where every citizen can live with dignity, free of fear and
hunger, fer a secular India where diversity is respected and for a demacratic India where the
glected representatives and all public servants da not rule, but truly serve the people. Their
energies are neaded for reforming our political system to make it participatory, responsive and
decentralized and forging a new instrument for reinvigorating Indian democracy,

We call upon Shri Anna Hazare and all his associales, who have been on an indefinite fast to
give up on their expectations from this establishment. Instead, we call upon them to focus their
energies cn creating an alternative political force that is democratic, accounta ble, ethical and
non-vislent and capable of leading an electoral revelution to democratize and decentralize
power and make the power structures of the country more accountable to the people.

Indian democracy stands at a crossroads. It needs a new wind, Wa urge the fasting voluntsers
to give up their fast in order to accaept this historic challenge. We also urge all democratic
citizens, movements and organizations to join hands with them for creation of such a
movement. e
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