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1630 hours

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): I am a troubled man today
because as Members of the highest temple of democracy we are supposed to be
giving solutions to the people of this country.E

(3/1630/ spr-ind)E

But we see the impatience; we see the carelessness; we see the arrogance;
and we see their attitude of one sidedness. When this whole nation is watching us
that what solutions do these leaders put up before the nation during these
discussions, these very delicate discussions, concerning the youth, concerning the
democracy, concerning terrorism. Here, we are a bunch of people shouting and
screaming at each other, and unable to actually address the real problems. It is sad,
and while sitting here, and patiently listening to all sides, I am heartbroken to say
that the youth of this country does not deserve us. We are the most undeserving set
of people to be in this House today.

We were supposed to carry out this discussion tomorrow, Madam. I do not
know what was the great hurry of mudslinging from both sides. One side
demands, and the other side accepts that we had to move it earlier. I am not
interested in taking sides with any of these Parties. I am interested to hear, and I
wish to sit till the end of these discussions to hear who has a word of solace, who
proves that he or she has a point of solution to the problems that the nation is
facing today.

Is it only votes that matter? Is it only us and them? Are we not simplifying
matters by breaking the country up into two parts — us and them? If you love your
country, you love me. If you don’t love me, you don’t love the country. So by
dividing the country in this manner, we are creating a bunch of people whose
petty, political ambitions are to be assuaged, are to be satisfied at the cost, a heavy
cost to the country. I would like to quote Voltaire, who said: “I disapprove of what

you say, but | will defend to the death your right to say it.”
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The Government refused the help of the Pakistan army. They said that they
have easier access to Siachen; they will reach our post quicker; and they will save
our soldiers. The Government refused. And for six days, the young men of our
Army were under 25 feet of snow. There was one braveheart — that is the word
being used — one brave soldier with tenacity and love for his motherland, who
survived. He was brought to the hospital. Then I do not know whom amongst us
he saw, that he gave up his last breathe. It is sad for this nation that we are not able
to recognise these brave people.

I am not standing up to glorify Afzal Guru. 1 believe in democracy
honestly. I believe that modern human intellect till the 21* century has not, as yet,
thrown up any better system of governance if we see across the world any better
system of governance than democracy. I know; we all know; we are all parts, a
little molecules in this whole system. We all know that there are lots of
discrepancies, lots of shortcomings and disappointments. Even we are
disappointed with ourselves, with our own performances. E
(g3/1635/ksp/vb)E|

But yet, we all recognize that today modern man has not yet evolved and
brought about a better system of governance than democracy. So, when you have a
scoundrel by the name of Afzal Guru who dares to come and attack this temple
which is sacrosanct, there can be but killings and there can only be hanging which
is the result that we saw. The very system that he wanted to destroy, that system
allowed him to breathe for 11 years, 1 month and 11 days after he was nabbed for
this dastardly attack. That very system allowed him to go on appeal from one court
to the other court till the Supreme Court; that democracy allowed him to go on a
clemency petition to the President which also elongated his lifespan. The man that
scoundrel did not have that much of understanding how great this system is and
the Parliament is. There should be no mercy shown for people of that level.
Absolutely I am certain about that. Yet, there are those amongst us who glorify a

person like Afzal Guru and, directly or indirectly, they are willing to stand
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shoulder to shoulder with those very people who say that we want to break up this
country. ... (Interruptions) Hang on, please wait, have patience, it is coming. ...
(Interruptions) They have no shame to align themselves and go to the university.
Unfortunately Sir, you, your Government, have shut down the water supply for the
last six days. ... (Interruptions) You have stopped water supply to the JNU
Campus. ... (Interruptions) Don’t say no; you are aware of it, don’t say no. ...
(Interruptions)

Madam, I would like to bring back the discussion on track. In this whole
pell-mell of confusion, in our desperateness to politicize on one side Rohit Vemula
issue, nobody said that whether he is Backward or whether he is Scheduled Caste
or Dalit or an Upper Caste Brahmin, that does not matter, he was a young man of
India. Nobody is bothered about that because these people want to politicize on
that and those people, sitting there, they want to politicize on the ‘us and them’
issue and, so nobody is better Madam. They are all on equal footing. We lost sight
of this critical anti-India movement because you lost sight, you forgot that trying
to propagate, trying to help a bunch of students with political ambitions, a bunch
of non-students who entered the university premises, trying to support their
political ambitions, you lost track of the greater picture as to how, within a
campus, an anti-India movement is being built up, a campus that is funded by the
tax-payer of this country.

Then, on the other hand, if you look at the very country that they were
idolizing and now you are idolizing, the US, if you look back, a couple of months
ago, in the University of Missouri, the African-American students, the coloured
students, in that university raised slogans against the US and the words that they
used were ‘discreet racism’, how their faculty, their fellow students, everybody
was a racist and how they were punished for that.E
(h3/1640/@rps)

It has happened in the US and the Government tolerated it. It spread

throughout many universities. The Government there tolerated and handled it with


senapati
(Cd. by h3)

KM Rao
Shri Tathagata Satpathy contd. 


24.02.2016 :ks:hng: Uncorrected / Not for Publication 355

kid gloves. This problem in the JNU could have been handled better. This is not
the first year that they are doing it. After the hanging in 2014 of Afzal Guru, in
2015 also a similar documentary screening, a similar discussion was held in the
JNU. But at that time, this bunch of young people who are now for some political
recognition, they did not exist in the JNU. The so-called Leftists who raised
slogans against India, they were present. And because they were larger in number,
there was nothing that the Government could do. But this time through, when a
small, little spider went up and got one single post, then the Government got
worried and then the Government suddenly thought of nationalism. So, when 1
think of nationalism, I remember Benito Mussolini, Italy; I remember Adolf Hitler
and his national socialists. That is nationalism for me. But if you ask me, as an
Indian, I am a patriot. I love my country. But then I cannot ask you or anybody
else that if you love your country, you love me. I have no rights for that. Nobody
owns this country. This country is owned by all of us. All of us are temporary; all
of us are here for a short while; but this country is for all of us.

When frauds, dressed as lawyers, attacked students, beat up professors, beat
up journalists, the police — the face of the Union Government because this was
Delhi Police — stood as a mute spectator. Today, that is why, because of your mal-
intentions, people are questioning your veracity, your honesty. It is not because
you are Indians; nobody questions you on that front. Nobody questions your love
for the country. But people question your intentions.

The educated in India is now in double minds and you put them in that
situation. They were very clearly in your favour at the initial stages. When people
saw those doctored television broadcasts, they all supported you. But your actions
damaged your own cause. The way the police was seen standing as mute
spectator, the way that the Commissioner started speaking, the way the hon. Home
Minister started quoting tweets of all things, tweets are gossips and your label
somebody as a terrorist because of some tweets. Terrorism is something that is

punishable by death. So when you made these mistakes, you turned the country
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upside down, you confused those same people who wanted to support you, please
remember that these acts of yours have created a severe loss of confidence on the
establishment amongst the youth and the students.

I would also request you to remember that the Government or the system of
governance should welcome criticism. When your faults are thrown up at your
face, you have an opportunity to rectify it. When you shy away from looking at
your own faults, you do not realise what is happening till 2019 hits you from the
head. Then it will be too late. This country needs action now, not police action.
You cannot deal with this country, with the students of this country, with the
youths of this country by beating them up with goons, black shirts, grey shirts, the
Schutzstaffeln and the police. You have to deal with them as a civilized society
and a civilized Government.E
(j3/1645/rp-jr)E

Madam, I will speak just a few more words. Unfortunately, we are all
aware that the story does not end here. The story, actually, starts here. How does
it start? Where lies the problem? It is not so much Afzal Guru who actually
bothers you. Let me be very honest. That ‘us’ and ‘them’ divide, khaki or non-
khaki, that also does not really bother you. You are in seat of power. What
bothers you is the appalling economic system in this country and the appalling
economic situation in this country. Your banks have collapsed. The Rupee is
dipping 6.6 per cent in a few days time. On February 23™ it was Rs. 68 to a
Dollar. By yesterday, it had reached Rs. 70 to a Dollar.

I also love travelling abroad. Given an opportunity, I would travel any
time. But despite that I keep in touch with my country, with my State and with my
constituency. I do not forget my nation when I travel abroad. The State Bank’s
record is damned by the Punjab National Bank. The Punjab National Bank’s
NPAs have been outdone by the Bank of Baroda’s NPAs. If we see bank-by-bank,
it 1s not bank nationalisation that is to blame, it is the present day administration

that is to blame.
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HON. SPEAKER: Please conclude now.

... (Interruptions)
SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): I would beseech your
attention Madam. A Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India in the Supreme
Court recently asked the Government lawyer. I am quoting the Chief Justice’s
words:

“People are owing thousands of crore to the public banks... it is a
big fraud. Top ten public sector banks have written off Rs. 40,000
crore alone in 2015. It is all there in newspaper reports. Public
financial institutions are lending money despite knowing no
returns... What are you doing about it?

So, this is a kind of situation. ... (Interruptions) This is not a tweet. This is
from the Supreme Court. ... (Interruptions)
HON. SPEAKER: Tathagata Satpathy ji, conclude your speech now.

... (Interruptions)

SHRI TATHAGATA SATPATHY (DHENKANAL): Yes. These economic
mishandlings, the total callousness and the total inaptness of this Government has
disillusioned the youth of this country, has disillusioned the students of this
country. They do not think the future of this nation is safe in the hands of these
people or those people. They throw them out. Now, they are waiting for their
opportunity to deal with them. The country is under dire economic stress. The
Government should make their citizens honestly aware of what their
responsibilities are. You cannot hide under the fuel excise. Just because the petrol
prices are low, you are making some money out of it. That is a temporary benefit.
Eventually, when this boomer ends, you may not be around but the country will be
around.

I would suggest that the time has come that the Government of the day
comes clean and tells the people what the situation is. Let us not hide behind

smoke screens of agitations for reservations and student troubles. All those are the
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things of the past which these people used and failed. Let us not replicate their
moves. Find new ways. Be honest with the citizens. Come out clean and tell the

citizens what you expect from them. Thank you.

(endS)E
(k3/1650/mm/1h)
- e AN s 2 6 o faw ff 99 9 diell, 98 di9-9R e & s

1T AT BT | Y THT BT &9 G =
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1650 &l
2t sRfde wEa (g Sfdron) @ oreger Sff, § 980 g 3R B A IS Al @ oY ST gall
gl Al § ife el gey 39 o H Bl Sff RE 81 Yo fod 78, A 89 <@ @ ©
{3 SIdeaTiadl @ gel 81 I € 3iR S WL 8l I8 & | IS ANIRS] UR &l 81 I8 & <
H S geAY B @ §, 8 UP Al Sl g8l d01 8, SHD! AW BIhR P! <@l ey |
9 [ AR el B AT A | o fagaarqyl | $o fawa Bl bR e & 9
I R T | AR A JFAREE H S gan, SHD Ugel T T H geREg gFAargSr # S
Tl g3, SN B4 &g Ugdl &l U SaM gean, Red e dren, Mol R drell, JAeHse
FRAT B, TB 3G 91 &1 | SId AR A JAAfES d ard ot @1 # g @ 9 I\t
TR% < @ ATl 99 1969 H IWH! WU sl 59 JHAFS # 980 AR Bebec! g1 Sare”
AT JAARES H SHIBCH WeeH hedH, USUAUS 3R gl '8 &I diF 9R BEl &
TS €1 JBSlel T DI AN I UR q8] AiRp i GLAT BT ARSI 3Tl I8 Gl d1bg oo
S T fF owud 6 @ folg oMy WiRgfas deam dRd § SR SHH AR I - “BH @RI
AE AT B BARI, ATAGI | TSHR oill, ATMGl| HWR AH, AR AR ole]
gafge & oMy ued @ g oMy € SfR a8l 39 av8 & AR o %@ 81 89 AR N HisH &l
I BRI 21 G A A el 1T fh 8H Wl SR Piciell § R AW &2 BH [P DI AT!
#IT XE ©7 B9 g8l e & oY Y ©1 AT W a8l ugn @ g Sy € A ued &1 qoid g
3T fAwy B TG O W & 3 AP I8l 81 bel- “HIR Bl JATSGl b ST ST
SHT| WRT B galal b ST A S SHA FAT MY AN P! ASH el A 87 89
SHIGHT BT I BN 2| T§ WS AHgdd Wee DI d1d IRl ol I Ahdd ST Bl § 3

MU AT ST drear gl 14 IR, 1966 H UG & A1 Bl el dehgdd e o
gferd TR g9l fhaT| SXaeR 3PREs ART 1| Aehgdl Wee 7 94 1971 ¥ $fSTT QRS H
[T T JAUERVT fhaT| IHHT oA AT W Aol Wee o 8 (harl ay 1976 3 wIRa &l
BT I UHs [T 3 BRaY, 1984 DI TH-HR [TaRM e, STd FUR JbGAT el
BT S Bl B A gS | BRI BN SN BN & dla ol AU BT ATHI B Iy Sfoll &
qY 1984 H dlg WA S HIGelc H BT BRI A | IThT YRV DR o1 AT 3R T8 A[T B
T {6 Awqal ¥ee B s all i1 M S I9 T <9 & gaeEAl off | S el [
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3f<paTiadi & A T8 Pb Abd ol IR faF 91 Hhgael Wee & Al 1 Wi = DI 5l
aﬁsﬁqwﬁwmmﬁcﬁgl
(13/1655/bks-kkd)E

TR TRA B SHD! AT T B 9§ O QT B iR 99 qad e #wA, sl
Sfaxr el St 7 St a1l Uiy #Aeed & A & off, S Isufd St 9 faedt @ 6 sy
Sl UR HHAT AN, Bl & ATdD IS 1 IFD ST A T8I DI 3R 11 BRAA Pl
Hehgel WS Bl Bl & M| 1984 H W BT & TS 3R TS T 4 AN Abgel Wee Bl ol
TE g Safd g1 Wi " B Yd W 3 R $ ad Sa g 8 g S e,
BH TSP Bl BT DI Yeill, b ATOG & W W), SHIDA B W W O o 9 IR
TR, ST B9 FHAT B | Jo 98 I_1 ¥ &1 8, AT 3T A7 R 8l A b qm
BT qHT BR W B, SHA AT Tl W6l 8] U H U 3 WHR ATS, 8 AP 8, WHR A
W P Al B/l &1 § I8 T8 P g b MU IFH! AT T Y, 3T ISP SRR
I B, fhd S B WSl R IR Bhis 3fd I & dd 89 Fdd! Aody I9d
Racts ofe1 =1f2q| Afp a8 181 &1 @1 8, o< 89 qa1 2 § f g & fovan, & &R
| &1 a8t ST B fSls <@ W Bl g 9gd g<1 o @1 ©, H 9gd AT gl AR Al
e JAarge | S BIeHT gall, 98 91 garl?

9D d18 § Q- HEcqul Aol g1 ATl § [P T8 el W Y gl A AR A
THAAAE W S BY ©, GRS 8, WfUeRT BHN BIs T 78l 6, Al cllUerT BlbR o
B WS W AT AT AT 21 I8 bd gaNl, S MRRAT S1SF g3 IR Ae A Yolara
BRI A U Tl M b AT B AT I§ S YT FSST a1 8, I8 H3ianadl b1 sl 2
AT’ Tl YAafEE srermaanfedi &1 sreel a9 T 21 8 HAL S I W WA B, R A
gcfooid HAGIR TS I8 8?7 USMdIC H Al icdh galll SdTeR offd 8% JAafact § g a=ai
BT UHs 1 forn, AT & FR ot B ot & 21 8 w8l I © 6 dfses &1 S
Hel o, 98 Hel Sd S Bl WHR o A1 S A < B oy of$ @ I A I AID IR
TSI AT ST ol A9 WX 124(31) RT oM el off| S o) 8F 1S $9 TR o Y
% ©| YAl 39 ¥ B drhd Bl 86 I8 el Yol @Y b sAN grg § gIRA 9@l Bl Uh
BIGHAT TAT AT| AT AE &, 98 ASH! AR g, I8 Ay 31ms ofl, I8 [ad! Ul gl a9 ard
WHR & AN 30D 410 TS W, DI I6 T | AT gl & §R1 Idl Il [ IRA S8l Ja



MM
cd

BKS
(Sh.Arvind Sawant cd.)


