02-02-2022 RSG/RJS SH /MM Uncorrected / Not for publication 328

1832 hours

SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): Thank you, Chairman Sir, for allowing
me to speak on the Presidential Address.

1832 hours (Hon. Speaker in the Chair)

| felt that the Presidential Address should have been a strategic Address,
an Address that spoke to India about where we are and where we should be
going, what are the challenges we are facing, what are the difficulties we are
facing and what is the potential direction in which we can go. Unfortunately, the
Presidential Address was a long list of things that the Government claims to have
done but did not really contain the deeper strategic issues that we would have
liked to see. Also, the Presidential Address did not touch a couple of central
challenges facing our country. That is what | would like to discuss today. To me,
it seemed that the Presidential Address was a list of bureaucratic ideas instead
of a strategic vision. It looked to me as if it has been constructed not by a vision
of leadership but by a group of bureaucrats who had simply to put something
down on papers.

So, what did the Presidential Address miss? What did the Presidential
Address not speak about? What did the Presidential Address hide from the
people of India? | think there are three fundamental things that were not spoken
about in the Presidential Address.

The first and what | consider to be the most important is the idea that there
are now two Indias. There is no longer one India. There are two Indias. One
India is for the extremely rich people, for those who have immense wealth, for
those who have immense power, for those who do not need a job, for those who
do not need water connections, electricity connections but for those who control
the heart beat of the country.

And then, there is another India.
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SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): For my friends in the Government, | want
to make it clear that the spirit of what | am saying is not one of criticism, the spirit
with which | speak is one of discomfort with the state of our country and the spirit
with which | speak is one where | am worried about what is happening to the
country. So, you must not take it as a criticism, take it as a citizen of the country
expressing his concern about what is going on.
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g &1 fevg et & offer 5 Wrg gecl! O X8 &1 S0 At < 8, 31t &1 TWiieped F a1
I, TR AU T8 81 el b AR ga & foTu ITR Ul 3R IR H Xefdl P AAreps]
o fTq I8T &b T3l =1 T b, 8T T 31T, e IR & JTU el et I ferge
& OTT 37IST ISR a1 81 URTSForRIeT T H SRISHRY & g § U 9168 et Tl 31T
¥ fovg H gaT ISR 3 V8T 81 8% e IR U, fIER 3R It 5ive ferge™
T T Ueb &1 TiIoT 7T 8T 8, BH RISHTR < & offhe JATUhT TRPR & < U7 & &l

& 31TUeh! 3TTehST o1 T8l gl Ul ATeT I RIS JaTall A ISHTR WHRAT 81 3T
RISTIR & 1 91T B &, 99 2021 H I BRIS JAT3l A ISR W7 81 50 Flel
G SATET SRISHTRY fergdT & 81 JAT0 Heb 37 ST T &1 &I, TCTE-319 SiSAT bl
91 T, TR ST AR IR JaT3N T HeT 12T, T8 8l e 3R ST ASHTR o1, I8
fY RIS B T IE TS & 3R 3 Foars I MY ft ugad & Jiifd amaw off 3w
AU H ISR &b &R H P 18l sl fbe=1 ASFIR YT {717 8, febey TR fepar
TRIT &, I IR H T T8 G 3R 1T allet T T} UTe| SRR 7Y e dl g™
BT AT SMMUHT 3R G IR B b I 7T IR I3 8l I§ ReIfer By 9a1 g2 aF
fergReciTeT & UaT §U? ISR THIeR ge¥d], HIfSTH SSEET IR githiHel Yerex H &l
gl IO IR T, PRIg! BUT BN fergecl™ & o g SRl &l feerdl

f&am




02-02-2022 RSG/RJS SH /MM Uncorrected / Not for publication 330

(1840/SK/RU)

3 st AT ATl  3FRifHIgvs Haex 3R T U HIfSTT e IR
Ueh b d1S Tep, Ueh b 1S Ueh ITThHUT bl ... (STTET) H I el aTT 81 bR 8T g, H
60 T T B ... (SFGLTT) H AU AN & 3T H 60 AT T I TYehT G2 DR B
fT0 T ... (STIT) 319 F&R TV .. (SITET)

I SRS Herex U 3MThAT fohaml ey feham? Aiesiel, Told ShvadT 3k
PRI b THY ST FUIE ST AT, SO Tel &1 TSI T g3AT? <A Iom Ig 3T fb
e & 84 URAT NI &Y SHEHT TSt 3R Aol A I I T 3R 9¢ W& 81 A0
IBT 3IR 31U 60 AT T 1 Dol U TSR 7 23 FRIS AN I, TRIdl DT 4 ATl
Y RIS A H@Ter o ... (STFY) SHART NS Fal &l ... (JIE™) 1T ek ...
(CTIYT) BT 3TThST T8 &, T8 AT ST Bl ... (T 27 TRIS AN Dl &5
TR BT o 3fR 23 FRIS AR d JATU RIS F 199 STt &Ml .. (STae) &
T IET £7 Biel daex H AFMIels a9 & &l 319 foddT off daex 7 <Raw # ar
AAIE & IR H 2A1ST AT JIS .. (SFILF) DRIFT &b FHY AAT-3TT IRTCH
3T & - ST, MBI ... (FIYT) T8 Sael IRTC 8l ... (e 93t 1 g fegeee =
&Y T arefaTRlT 8, % I thef T B

3O 1 33T, AT I IR H Ugel SieT ol §| H A T8l ol Teb eJfch Bl
fEgEd™ & A9 UIEY, TRUISH, UTdR, SRIMHeM, HIST, 39 Toff, I feedisger,
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Bl ... (STTETT) TRT T YRT & I §U AN b BT F ST &7 &l

I ST Herex Bl WA fhaT| SRIT, 3R 3T ST TdeX Pl TH DY
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(1845/MK/SM)

TR, S GNT YT H=Ythera R Herex FT Tebel 1, JTep! AU TeH bR Tl
... (CTTHTT) AT TR~ 5 31T Heb g7 ST, 7S 37 SRSAT &Y o1 bl W& &l 37T
HE 39 AT 81 & 78T Jhdl 91 W 8T TS| 7S S SISTT 1ol hiF 82 NS S SfSaAT
et THToT HIfSIT gTel ST &1 ITehT 31U Weq PN T I 5 ST dTet 3R
ANT &1 ST 37T GcH Eb‘xf]%?m 3O ST BT Tl MY+ ST IR IR [T 7
37 3fSAT 78T 8N a1etT Bl ... (RIIY) §S 37 SfSAT IR & U et iR Hifsaw
w@aﬁﬁwmq@mﬁmwaﬁ?qﬁws@ﬁwaﬁwﬁv%ﬁ
SIS 81 &1 & WebelT 81 3R, 31T Y&d & ol H 31TUeh! qaTa gl 3FR, B HYthard i
et &1 91T %, A 3R AR arieeT &1 ey wrer e frHrgthcmwl SiTedq 46 TRYUC
Eﬁqg’({%l There is a 46 per cent drop in manufacturing jobs in India. Why? It is

because that you have destroyed the unorganised sector. It is because that you
have destroyed MSMEs. That is why you are focussing completely on five or ten
people. | do not have problem with that. | do not have problem with big industries.
Focus on them. But please realise that they cannot produce jobs for you. Small
and medium industries are the only ones which can produce the jobs for you.

That is the reality. 81 &IT 38T &2 &1 ferged & %8 & 37X 377 Jgf IR HINUT & W&
&1 3T T =g, = 31T, Heb 37 33T 3R Terc-31d 31T &b IR H dlefd &
€ 3R 2 SRISTIRT Shetdl! ST 8T 81 31719 & Hl e fob T feegreatt= foraept 31
91 %8 &, I8 YT 43T Y&l T8 YU Te| 0T &7 997 ferged P! 9d P o &M &l ...
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9 R ferged &l foxg 38T § fob 31T fawgReai ™ & 100 ey 3R Rl & urg
fEGedT & 55 RIS AN A SUTET STRISIE &l 319 59 T DI G .. (FIEM) 10
CINTT b YT 40 URC fmgReel ™ & SATET T & &1 ... (SIaeT) I8 b §31? TE AT
el g emsr A1t it ¥ febam H aMTdep! Uep YeTra T §| FeT H3AT Sff I 3R 377ep!
ST <l § MY ST &1 fewgReal ™ 91 8 &, 371 & fergecl ol SikeH &l e/ Sleal §
IR DY FHTeT TS HISTT SSECIST Bl Hag PRAT 0 DI ST EHR SRISTIR T
g, ST Hag HITUI SATT YRT BT URT & gral Yra-ad Al ol < X8 &, FIfd I U
HIHICT R 81 3Tl S, aCHUY iR Bfges W T 8l 31T I8 B §a DI,
=T8T AT <27 BT TBAT 81T JATUDT FEl <27 BT THAM 81T BRT Y&AT YT I8 ...
(T TR 2 3R TR off oY 81 g anft 11T 31w S19= ST 60 AT i &1 el
off, g8 R oft & 3. .. (aET™)
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Now, | would like to say that there are two competing visions of this
country, which is frankly the main difference between ‘us’ and ‘them’. If you read
the Constitution of India you will find — and many of my colleagues who have not
read it should look at it — that India is described as a Union of States. India is not
described as a nation. It is described as a Union of States. What does that
mean? That means that my brother from Tamil Nadu has to have the same right
as my brother from Maharashtra, as my sister from Maharashtra, as my brother
from Uttar Pradesh, as my brother from Bihar, as my sister from Manipur,
Nagaland or Mizoram has.

(1850/KSP/SJN)

Of course, the people of Jammu and Kashmir have the same rights; the
people of Nagaland, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep also have
the same rights. That is what it means. What is the difference? You have to
understand this. This is a serious matter. | would like to have your view on it and
| would like this Parliament to start serious discussions instead of the type of
discussions that we are having. It is serious and | would like a serious response.
What | heard in the first speech today was not serious. What Mr. Dwivedi said in
his speech was not serious. It did not behove this House. It was not the standard
that this House should be used to. It is not the standard that India should watch.

Now, Mr. Speaker, Sir, let me come back to the discussion. There are two
visions of this country. One vision is that it is a Union of States. It means it is a
negotiation; it means it is a conversation. | go to my brother in Tamil Nadu and |
say, ‘what do you want?’ and he says, ‘this is what | want’. Then, he asks me,
‘what do you want?’, and | say, ‘this is what | want’. It is a partnership. It is not a
kingdom; remember that. You will never ever in your entire life rule over the
people of Tamil Nadu. It cannot be done. You will never ever in your life rule
over these other people. ... (Interruptions) Please listen to what | am saying.

... (STTYT)
SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): No matter what fantasies you might have,
you will never ever rule over the people of the States of India. It had never been

done in 3,000 years. It had never been the way India was ruled and you can look
at any empire you want.
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You can look at Ashoka the Great, you can look at the Mauryas, you can look
at the Guptas, you can look at anyone you want; India has always been ruled by
means of conversation and negotiation.

Now, what is the problem? The problem is, you people are confused. The
problem is, you think that you can suppress these languages, these cultures, these
histories. You think that you can suppress them. You have no idea of history, you
have no idea of what you are dealing with, because the people of Tamil Nadu have,
inside their heart, the idea of Tamil Nadu, the idea of the Tamil language and then
also the idea of India. Do not be confused. The people of Kerala have the idea of
their State. ... (Interruptions) | am telling you the truth. The people of Kerala have a
culture. | am now a Member of Parliament from Kerala. | understand it slightly better.
They have a culture, they have dignity, they have a history. Like the gentleman said,
the people of Rajasthan have a culture, have a history, have a tradition, have a
language, and they have a way of life. This is like a bouquet of flowers. This is our
strength. | learn from the people of Tamil Nadu, | learn from the people of Rajasthan,
| learn even from you, every day | learn from you; it is not funny. | learn from you; it
is not funny.

(1855/KKD/YSH)

Anyway, there is another vision -- a vision that India can be ruled by a stick
from the Centre. You people have no idea of history because every time, it has been
attempted, that stick has been broken and smashed.

Now, what is happening as a result of your flawed vision of the country? Two
Indias are, of course, being created... (Interruptions) Two Indias are, of course, being
created.

Speaker, Sir,

.. (F9EH)

SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): So, what is happening as a result of this flawed
vision? Two Indias ... (Interruptions) 7 39 W of ot <ar ‘sj ... (STIYT) 39 W oY
9ieT ST | 7 SO WR T 916 ST §l.... (TaeT) J31 i Ulee™ el 8l H qier I e
SATE]... (EFaem)

So, there are two visions. One is the Union of States, union of languages,
union of cultures, a bouquet of beautiful flowers that can challenge any power in the
world. No power in the world has ever been able to challenge this bouquet of flowers.
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Now, there is another vision — a centralising vision, the vision of a king, the
idea of a king, which the Congress removed in 1947... (Interruptions) We smashed
that idea of a king. Now, that idea of a king has come back. Now, there is a king, a
Shahanshah, a ruler of rulers, a master of masters... (/nterruptions) Now, what is
happening? ... (Interruptions)

.. (I991)
SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): Now, Speaker, Sir, what is happening as a
result of this flawed vision?

... (SIIHYT)
SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): What is happening is that the instruments of
the conversation between our States, the instruments of the conversation between

our people -- what we call, the institutions of our country -- are being attacked and
captured by one idea.

So, for example, today, the idea of Tamil Nadu is excluded from Indian
institutions. They can keep coming to you again and again and again and again
saying ‘NEET, NEET, NEET, NEET, NEET’; and you will say: ‘No; get out of here.’
Right? They do not have a voice in your framework.

The farmers of Punjab can stand up and say: ‘We do not agree with these
three laws.” They do not have a voice in your framework. Only the king has the voice.
The farmers can sit for one year; they can sit for one year outside, in Corona; they
can die. It does not matter! The king does not agree ... (Interruptions)

You do not listen to anybody, and even all of you, my dear brothers and sisters
in the BJP. | saw my Dalit colleague speak today -- Paswan-ji. | saw him. He knows
the history of the Dalits; he knows, who has oppressed the Dalits for three thousand
years; and he is speaking with a hesitancy; he is speaking without ... (Interruptions)
I am proud of him. | am proud of this gentleman. He has spoken to me about what is
in his heart. | am proud of this man. But he is in the wrong party ... (Interruptions)
Do not worry. YaRIgU HdL. .. (STTYT)

... (Interruptions)
SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): Look, look. ... (Interruptions)
Speaker, Sir, | am a democratic person. | will allow him to speak.
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(1900/RP/RPS)

... (<TIYI)
SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): Speaker, Sir, so this confused ideology,
this confused understanding of the nation of India is playing havoc with this

country. | will give you examples. The Judiciary, the Election Commission and
the Pegasus are the instruments of ... (Expunged as ordered by the Chair) the
voice of the Union of States.... (Interruptions) When you apply Pegasus on an
Indian politician, when the ... (Expunged as ordered by the Chair) personally
goes to Israel and authorises the use of Pegasus in India, he is attacking the
people of Tamil Nadu, he is attacking the people of Assam, he is attacking the
people of Kerala; and he is attacking the people of Bengal... ... (Interruptions)
()
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SHRI RAHUL GANDHI (WAYANAD): So, what is happening is that a particular
organisation has captured the institutional framework of the country and is
attacking the voice of the different States of this country. My fear is that you will
get a reaction from that voice. My fear is that this attack that you are carrying
out on the institutional framework of this country is going to get a response from
the Union of States. You are fiddling, | understand this. You might not
appreciate it but my great grandfather spent 15 years in jail in building this thing.
My grandmother was shot 32 times and my father was blown to bits. So, |
understand a little bit about what this country is. My blood is being sacrificed not
by me but by my great grandfather, by my grandmother and my father for this
country. So, | understand what it is and you are fiddling with something very,
very dangerous. | am advising you to stop it because if you do not stop, you will
create a problem. You have already started creating the problem. The problem
is already started in the North East. The problem is already started in Tamil
Nadu. It is not visible to you right now.

| will speak about Jammu and Kashmir as it is my third point. What you
are fiddling with is extremely dangerous and it demonstrates a complete lack of
understanding of history. This evening, please go back and look at all the
empires that have ever ruled India. Look at them carefully. You will find that
every single one of them is a Union of States. There was a reason Ashoka used
to go and put his pillars everywhere.

(1905/NKL/SPS)

It is because it was a Union of States where Ashoka, the great King
respected everybody. You are disrespecting everybody. Disrespect me, | do not
care; it does not matter to me. But you cannot disrespect the people of this
country. ... (Interruptions)

Now, | come to the final point, and I think it is one of the more important
parts of my speech. Actually, | want to say one other thing. | demand an apology
from the hon. Home Minister. This again represents the idea of a Union of States
vs. the idea of a King. A few days ago, some political leader — | am not going to
name him — came to me from Manipur, and he was very agitated. | spoke to him
and asked “Why are you agitated, my brother?” He said, “Rahulji, | have never
felt as insulted as | had a few days ago.”
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| asked him the reason. He said, “Rahulji, a delegation of Manipuri political
leaders, senior leaders, went to see the Home Minister. Outside his house, we
were told to take off our shoes. When we went inside his room, we found that
the hon. Home Minister was wearing his chappals.” What does this mean? What
exactly does this mean? Why is it that in the hon. Home Minister’'s house, the
hon. Home Minister can wear chappals but a delegation of Manipuri politicians
cannot do so? ... (Interruptions) What does this mean? ... (Interruptions)

' ) .. (STJIYT)

At 1 T (TFTS) : H TeTeT el et &7 &) ThN W, H SATIeh! BIeT foar &l ...
() H I < feh I AT fdh 319 Tefd et T8 & ol S el fob Aget Sit H et
HieT ST 's;sﬁ? RReE] ﬂ?f wier &1 This is not the way to deal with the people of

India. ... (Interruptions)

Anyway, let me come to my final and the most important point. ...
(Interruptions) We are sitting. ... (Interruptions)

At I1ge MY (FITS) : TWEPIeT T Elcll & fob o Y S IAR SR 311 T ITRI FReepfer
I8 el 8Icll & fob I ST IAR 3R MY 8T IAR| U T8l T MUhT b1 Y TEpicr Bl
... (<TTYT) Let me finish my point. ... (Interruptions)

(Interruptions)
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Anyway, | go back to my main point and the final most important point. My
understanding is that the RSS and the BJP are playing with the foundations of
our country and they are weakening the foundations of our country. ...
(Interruptions) They are weakening the links between our people. They are
weakening the links between our languages. ... (Interruptions) They have further
weakened the country by ensuring that not a single Indian youngster can get a
job. ... (Interruptions) So, today, unlike a decade ago, fifteen years ago, India is
weak. Ask yourselves why you were not able to get a guest on Republic Day.
Ask yourself that question. ... (Interruptions)

(1910/MMN/RAJ)

Do not look surprised. Ask yourselves that question. What is happening is
that India today is completely isolated. We are completely isolated and
surrounded. We are surrounded in Sri Lanka, Nepal, Burma, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and China. Everywhere we are surrounded, and our opponents
understand our position. ... (Interruptions) Please let me speak because | am
saying something very serious. Is that right? | am saying something very serious.
Let me say we have been weakened. The conversation between our people is
not taking place. Our institutions are under attack and we are completely
surrounded.

The Chinese have a very clear vision of what they want to do. They are
very, very clear about what they want to do. ... (Interruptions) One second,
please.

You can ask anybody who understands it. The single biggest strategic
goal of India’s Foreign Policy has been to keep Pakistan and China separate.
This is fundamental for India and what you have done is you have brought them
together. ... (Interruptions) Today, do not be under any illusion. Do not
underestimate the force that is standing in front of you. Do not underestimate
the power that stands in front of us. Do not underestimate it. You have brought
Pakistan and China together and this is the single biggest crime that you could
commit against the people of India. China has a clear vision and | can clearly
see without any confusion in my mind that China has a plan. ... (Interruptions)

China has a plan. ... (Interruptions) | can see without any doubt that the
Chinese have a plan. ... (Interruptions) We are all nationalists, please. So, let us
discuss properly. | can see that China has a clear-cut plan.
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The foundations of their plan have been put in place in Doklam and in
Ladakh. Do not underestimate what we are facing. This is a very, very serious
threat to the Indian nation. ... (Interruptions) We have made huge strategic
mistakes in Jammu and Kashmir. We have made huge strategic mistakes in our
Foreign Policy. If we do not correct those mistakes ... (Interruptions)

What are the mistakes? | have just told you that you have brought China
and Pakistan together. ... (Interruptions) You have brought China and Pakistan
together. You have taken the concept of two different fronts and converted it into
one unified front. By the way, in case you have not realised it, in case you have
not understood what is going on, it is very clear that the Chinese and the
Pakistanis are planning. Look at the weapons that they are buying. Look at their
activity. Look at the way they are talking. Look at who they are speaking to.

| am clearly stating in the House of Parliament that we have made a
massive blunder and we need to make absolutely sure that we can defend
ourselves against the Chinese. Please remember what | am saying because the
Chinese will act. Remember what | am saying. Remember that you will be
responsible for anything that happens. That is why, it is important that as a nation
we start this conversation. It is important that as a nation that you listen to what
we say because we have experience; we have understanding.

(1915/VR/VVB)

You might not think so. But we have people on this side, who understand
these things, and have great understanding. Use us. ....(Interruptions) | can see
that some of you are understanding what | am saying. | am happy. | can see.
So, these are the three points | wanted to make today.

The nation is now at risk. The nation is at risk. The nation is at risk from
outside. The nation is at risk from inside, and that is a very dangerous place for
a nation to be. | do not like it. | am very uncomfortable with my nation, with my
beloved country standing where it is standing, completely isolated on the
outside, fighting on the inside, institutions captured, States not able to speak to
each other. This worries me. It frightens me for my country. That is why | thought
it important that | speak today. | know that many of you will just rubbish what |
am saying. | understand it. That is what you have been told to do, and | am
happy to let you do it. But remember what | said — you are putting this nation,
this wonderful nation and its people at huge risk. Stop! Thank you. (ends)



